
VUMC provides nearly $1 billion in total
community benefit and investment* * 
including patient financial assistance, medical research, 
health professional education, community grants and 
unreimbursed costs for government health programs

Investing in the future of our region 
The Jim Ayers Tower, opening Fall 2025, is VUMC’s largest expansion to date 
•	 180 new inpatient beds 
•	 State-of-the-art operating rooms, radiology and acute care facilities  
•	 Expanding heart, lung, transplant & neuroscience care for the region 

A major driver for the local economy
Vanderbilt contributes $22.13 billion  to the regional economy		   
and generates 120,000 jobs* 
•	 Vanderbilt accounts for approximately 10% of the jobs in the area

One of the largest air medical programs the U.S. 
•	 Vanderbilt LifeFlight conducts 3,400 air transports annually 
•	 9 helicopters, 32 advanced life support and critical care ambulances 

Strengthening Communities 

Saving Lives 

A world leader in trauma and transplant care  
The largest heart transplant center in the world 
•	 174 adult and pediatric heart transplants in 2024 
•	 918 solid organ transplants in FY25 

Impact in Action  |  2025



One of the nation’s busiest critical care centers
•	 Middle Tennessee’s only Level I Trauma and Burn Center  

for adults and children 
•	 Middle Tennessee’s only Level IV Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

The Mid-South’s largest provider of specialty care
• The largest medical group practice in the Mid-South 
• Tennessee’s only NCI-designated Comprehensive 			      
Cancer Center for adults and children 
• National leader in personalized, genome-based 		   	    
diagnosis and treatment 

7 hospitals | 1,741 licensed beds | 180+ clinics in the Mid-South 
3.3M annual patient visits | 213,000 emergency department visits
43,000 employees | 4,930 employed clinicians | 1,200+ resident physicians 

An epicenter for biomedical research 
Over $1 billion in annual research awards from government,  
industry, foundations and donors 

NIH Funding by Department 
#1 - Department of Medicine  
#1 - Department of Pediatrics 
#1 - Department of Otolaryngology 

Home to the nation’s largest health system  
DNA bio bank 
•	 350,000 DNA samples in BioVU 

Nation’s largest biomedical informatics department 

Advancing Medicine 

A national leader in medical training and education 
•	 Largest clinical training center in the Mid-South 
•	 Residency and fellowship training programs in 180 specialties
•	 Only training center in TN for many adult & pediatric specialties  

5th largest recipient of funding from 
National Institutes of Health



Vanderbilt University Medical Center Governance							           2025-2026

Board of Directors

Edie Carell Johnson, JD, Chair
President, Carell Family LLC

John F. Stein, MBA, Vice Chair
President, Bank of America Tennessee and		
National HealthCare Executive (retired)

Jeffrey R. Balser, MD, PhD
President and CEO, Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Dean, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Lucinda (Cindy) M. Baier, MS, CPA
President and CEO, Brookdale Senior Living (former)

William (Bill) F. Carpenter III, JD
Chairman and CEO, Lifepoint Health (retired)

Bruce Evans, MBA
Senior Advisor, Summit Partners

Daniel Diermeier, PhD
Chancellor, Vanderbilt University

Sara J. Finley, JD
Senior Vice President and General Counsel, CVS Caremark (retired)

John R. Ingram, MBA
Chairman, Ingram Industries Inc.

Colin V. Reed
Executive Chairman of the Board of Directors,
Ryman Hospitality Properties

Gail Carr Williams, JD
Chair, Metropolitan Nashville Transit Authority
Board of Directors

Makeba Williams, MD, FACOG, MSCP
Professor, Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Washington University School of Medicine

Executive Leadership

Jeffrey R. Balser, MD, PhD
President and CEO, Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Dean, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Jane E. Freedman, MD
Deputy CEO and Chief Health Systems Officer

John F. Manning, Jr., PhD, MBA
Chief Operating Officer and Corporate Chief of Staff

R. Douglas Mefford, JD
General Counsel and Secretary

Cecelia B. Moore, MHA, CPA, CHFP
Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer

Zeena M. Abdulahad, MPA
Chief Development Officer

Donald W. Brady, MD
Executive Vice President for Educational Affairs

Jennifer A. Pietenpol, PhD
Chief Scientific and Strategy Officer

David R. Posch, MA
Chief Strategic Business Development Officer

Amy C. Schoeny, PhD
Chief Human Resources Officer

Cecelia N. Theobald, MD, MPH
Chief of Staff for Corporate Clinical Affairs 

Rick W. Wright, MD
Chief Medical Officer


